November 21st, 2010

Hi 

Not much to write about. A few days ago, a lady was admitted to hospital seriously ill in a critical condition with the bird flu, the first such case in seven years. She had been in the mainland and had visited poultry farms so probably became infected there. She is now in a serious but stable condition. Have not heard anything about swine flu for a long time. 


On Friday afternoon, there was a 2.8 earthquake in HK with its epicentre in Deep Bay just a few km from here. I felt nothing though many people did. However there would not be much to feel; the strength is about the same as the vibration felt when a heavy truck passes. 


Yesterday I went for a run in the Tai Lam reservoir area, the same route as for the second run for the past few years. Again it was rather tough though just a few minutes slower that last year. Right now, my legs are not stiff and sore as they were after the first run last week. I will have my last swim for the season tomorrow. The pool has remained open for one week longer than in previous years. 


This was also the weekend for the annual 100 km Oxfam Trailwalker. On my run, I passed many people who were near the end of their run/walk. Only one person passed me (and that was only temporary) though that doesn't say much as they had all been on the go for 24 hours. The winners again were a team form the Hong Kong Garrison of the PLA, in 11 h 59 min. It was hard to find out who had won. I could not seen anything in the paper and even in the Oxfam site it was not easy to find. For most of HK, the Trailwalker is a non-event. 


In Guangzhou at the moment, the Asian Games are being held. So far HK has managed to win seven golds in a variety of fields but particularly in cycling events. 


Did you hear about the explosion in NZ's largest coal mine, on the West Coast (of the South Island) north of Greymouth. It was caused by a gas explosion. Two miners managed to get out but 29 are still trapped. And it doesn't look too good, as dangerous gas is preventing a rescue team from entering the mine. Compared with many overseas mines, and especially China, NZ mines have many safety features including water supplies (?food) and emergency tunnels that can be used if necessary. I saw on the web that the last fatal mine disaster was way back in 1967, though I find that hard to believe. Here is a brief CNN video on the accident:

http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/11/19/new.zealand.coal.mine/?hpt=T1 

This weekend, the annual Macau Grand Prix is being held. The final of the Formula-3 race will be held this afternoon. This too is something of a non-event for most in HK. In fact, there is almost no reference to it in the HK media until just a few days before the event. 
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In Europe, the ABs beat Ireland 38-18, Scotland beat SA 21-17 (a surprising result given the hiding Scotland received last week) and Australia beat Italy 32-14.  Two ABs get their 93rd cap to pass the record set by Sean Fitzpatrick (Remember him Nadine? I think you called him 'Fatty'.)


About a week ago, I got an unexpected e-mail from Roger, one of my cousins. We all visited his place during the camper van trip in 1987 though you are unlikely to remember it. However you may remember seeing one of his daughters riding a horse in a field behind their house. Anyway, he and his wife are going to Europe in February and asked if they could stay here for a few days. I said 'Yes' but pointed out that I lived in a hotel suite and not a house or a flat. I have heard nothing since so wonder if they are having second thoughts about staying here – maybe not as adaptable as all of you are. 


That’s about it for now. 

Cheers
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